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Executive Summary

The 2016 Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit convened 
in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam, from 
3-5 August 2016. It brought together more than 
300 representatives from government, research, civil 
society and the private sector from across the Asia-
Pacific to discuss ways to sustainably slow, halt and 
reverse deforestation in the region.

The second event of its kind, the regional conference 
built on the success of the first Asia-Pacific Rainforest 
Summit that was held in 2014 in Sydney, Australia. 
The inaugural event resulted in the establishment 
of the Asia-Pacific Rainforest Partnership, a platform 
for regional action on reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation. 

Global momentum accelerated by the 2015 Paris 
Agreement and Sustainable Development Goals 
further drove discussions on the role of forests and 
landscapes in promoting sustainable growth and 
action on climate change.

The 2016 Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit was 
hosted by the Government of Brunei Darussalam, 
and supported by the Australian Government 
as the coordinating partner and the Center for 
International Forestry Research (CIFOR) as a science 
and engagement partner.

The Summit sought to focus on practical actions 
to reduce forest loss, and act on climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, while balancing 
the development aspirations of the region’s 
rainforest nations.

The Summit concluded that:
 • Asia-Pacific leaders are committed to continuing 

regional partnerships to protect the region’s 
forests, including the Asia-Pacific Rainforest 
Partnership established at the first Summit.

87.5%

of survey respondents rated 
the Summit as “successful”  

or “very successful”

 • There is a need to integrate forestry issues 
in the broader development agenda in the 
Asia-Pacific, as well as in regional efforts against 
climate change.

 • The private sector has an important role to play, 
including by eliminating deforestation from 
its own practices, as well as by investing in a 
green economy.

 • Public-private-people partnerships will be key for 
finding sustainable strategies to protect forests 
and address climate change.

Very 
successful
22.50% (9)

Neutral
12.50% (5)

Successful
65.00% (26)

Survey
How would you rate 

the 2016 Asia-Pacific 
Rainforest Summit 

overall?
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Highlights
A prestigious lineup of speakers, including 
leaders in government, business, finance, civil 
society and research
Ministers and high-level government representatives 
from 13 Asia-Pacific countries were among the 64 
speakers who joined the event of more than 300 
participants, showing a strong commitment to 
inter-sectoral dialogue to protect forests and act on 
climate change in the region.

Significant engagement with the private sector
Private sector leaders in business and finance 
showed their commitment to playing a part in 
efforts to conserve the Asia-Pacific’s forests and 
act on climate change. Discussions highlighted 
regional initiatives for the sustainable use of forest 
resources, investments in forest conservation 
and restoration, and how actions like these can be 
scaled up for even greater impact. 

Bilateral and multilateral meetings
On the sidelines of the Summit, space was 
provided for cross-sectoral leaders to build 
bilateral and multilateral relations and engage in 
meaningful dialogue on key regional challenges. 
Participants engaged in:

 • Multiple bilateral meetings and Ministerial 
lunches over two days between leading 
policy makers, CEOs, conservation and 
development experts.

 • A Business Roundtable Lunch on 4 August 
was attended by 25 representatives of business, 
finance, government and civil society to discuss 
the challenge of including smallholders in 
commodity supply chains, and to explore areas 
for collaboration. 

Capacity-building for partners in the  
Asia-Pacific
The development of a regional knowledge-sharing 
community was fostered by various capacity-
building activities for partners in the Asia-Pacific:

 • A communications guidelines document 
was prepared and shared with partners ahead 
of the event, highlighting opportunities for 
collaboration before, during and after the 
event, and providing access to all promotional 
materials, such as web banners, memes, 
postcards, social media teasers and videos. 

 • A social media ‘cheat sheet’ was prepared 
and shared with communications partners 
and volunteers at the event, giving them the 
tools and knowledge to ‘live tweet’ effectively, 
connect with partners and contribute to 
discussions on Twitter using the event 
hashtag, #APRS16.

 • A one-hour social media webinar was 
prepared and facilitated by CIFOR’s social 
media coordinator on 25 July. The webinar 
focused on sharing social media tips, methods 
for event promotion, and tools for live tweeting 
from the event to ensure delivery of key 
messages, effective connection with partners, 
and prominent public discussions using the 
hashtag #APRS16 on Twitter.

 • A two-day journalist training workshop was 
provided for regional media partners before 
the start of the event, with 17 participants 
from across the Asia-Pacific joining the training 
sessions and field trips into the rainforest. 

A broad-reaching outreach and 
communications campaign
A comprehensive outreach and communications 
campaign worked with new and traditional 
media to promote the event and disseminate its 
key messages. 

of attendees came from 
the public sector15%

of attendees were affiliated 
with the corporate sector22.5%
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event 
website

5 social 
media 

memes

Facebook 
posts

Twitter 
hashtag

series of 
event-branded 

articles

Video event 
coverage

Mail blasts

Media 
engagement

attracted 98,756 views by 24,861 
visitors since it was launched on 31 May.

reached the timelines of 477,778 Twitter users and  
8, 969 Facebook users.

reached 346,520 users, and, for the first time, 
Facebook Live videos that attracted 1,425 
views reaching 5,804 users.

#APRS16, reached 
12,048,886 timeline 
deliveries.

CIFOR Forests News  
11 posts before, during and 

after the event.

15 videos posted on YouTube, including a 
highlights reel, session recordings, interviews 

and a video invitation from the Government of 
Brunei Darussalam.

reached 35,000 subscribers to CIFOR news updates, 
most of whom are in the Asia-Pacific region, and another 

636 stakeholders on targeted mailing lists.

3 media advisories that reached 4,100 journalists 
worldwide, 28 registered journalists at the event, and 

110 media hits since the communications campaign was 
launched in June.O
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The 2016 Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit built 
on regional and global momentum to conserve 
rainforests, promote sustainable development and 
contribute to efforts on climate change mitigation 
and adaptation. It was the second event of its 
kind, following the inaugural Asia-Pacific Rainforest 
Summit held in November 2014 in Sydney, Australia.

Hosted by the Australian Government, the first 
Summit in 2014 resulted in the establishment of 
the Asia-Pacific Rainforest Partnership, a platform for 
collaboration in the region to slow, halt and reverse 
deforestation. The Partnership enabled consultations 
with a broad range of stakeholders in the region on 
developing an Asia-Pacific Rainforest Recovery Plan, 
with targets to:

 • Halve the rate of rainforest loss in the region 
by 2020;

 • End natural rainforest loss in the region by 2030 
by adopting principles of sustainable forest 
management;

 • Eliminate deforestation from forest product 
supply chains by 2020; and

 • Restore an agreed area of degraded rainforest by 
2020, increasing targets by 2030.

The Plan has since achieved in-principle support 
from all countries in the region, and expressions 
of interest to contribute from international 

organizations such as CIFOR, Conservation 
International and the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

In the intervening year between Summits, global 
developments brought additional momentum 
to the Plan. International commitments in 2015 
to the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
Paris Agreement brought forest conservation, 
sustainable development and climate change 
mitigation and adaptation to the fore in the 
global development agenda.

Bringing together stakeholders in government, 
business, finance, civil society and research, the 
2016 Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit aimed to 
build on these global and regional commitments 
by integrating the goals of the SDGs and 
UNFCCC Paris Agreement to meet the targets of 
the Asia-Pacific Rainforest Recovery Plan.

The 2016 Summit was hosted by the 
Government of Brunei Darussalam, supported 
by the Australian Government as a coordinating 
partner and the Center for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR) as science and 
engagement partner.

 Background1
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2016 Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit 
by the numbers

High-level government 
representatives

Event website Twitter

Media coverage
Media coverage

Ministers and other 
high-level government 

representatives views

tweets sent about 
#APRS16 by 679 users

people reached by 
tweets about #APRS16

appearances on Twitter 
users’ timelines

media hits of “Asia-Pacific 
Rainforest Summit”

publications and TV 
stations featuring coverage 

of the Summit

unique visitors
speakers, 

moderators and 
presenters

total participants

13
98,756

2,141

2,673,113

12,048,886

journalists and bloggers 
reporting from the Summit28

110
participants in social 
media webinar10

participants in social 
media webinar

17
24

24,86164

300

www.cifor.org/asia-
pacific-rainforest-

summit

Live updates and photo 
competition among most 

popular pages

Page views by top 5 countries:

Brunei Darussalam
Indonesia
Australia
Pakistan

United Kingdom
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Photo competition

submissions

250
countries

15
votes

10,000

Twitter timeline 
deliveries

939,781
Facebook users 

reached

121,364
Twitter users 

reached

32,542

Facebook Presentation slides Participant feedback

using Facebook Live presentations viewable on 
SlideShare and event website

participants thought APRS was 
“successful” or “very successful”

said they would share new 
knowledge from the Summit

said they would apply 
the knowledge

said they would research 
new knowledge

views

total downloads

Twitter impressions

views of Facebook Live 
reaching 5,804 users

users reached by APRS 
posts on Facebook

users engaged in liking, 
commenting, sharing, 

clicking through

1st time 11 87.5%

52%

32.5%

15%

2,264

54

9,781

1,425

346,520

48,070
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The event was hosted by the Government of Brunei Darussalam, supported by the Government of Australia as 
the coordinating partner and by CIFOR as a science and engagement partner.

 Organizers2

Host country partner Coordinating partner Science & engagement partner
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3.1 Themes
The 2016 Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit was 
structured with the aim of enabling constructive 
dialogue among leaders in government, business, 
finance, civil society and research on ways to slow, 

halt and reverse deforestation in the region while 
building on global and regional momentum to 
support sustainable development and efforts on 
climate change mitigation and adaptation.

Content was organized into the following five themes:

 Summit Structure3

Innovative forest-climate financing
Interest is growing globally in the opportunities for innovative financial investments in 
climate change mitigation and adaptation, including investments in reducing emissions 
from deforestation and forest degradation.

The role of the private sector and new opportunities for public-private-
people partnerships
The private sector has an important role to play in conserving the rainforests of the Asia-
Pacific region, including via business practices and in opportunities for partnerships 
between companies, communities and governments.

Measurement, reporting and verification for sustainable landscape 
management and REDD+
Measurement, reporting and verification systems are necessary for credible and cost-effective 
monitoring of forests and landscapes, and implementation of REDD+. Knowledge-sharing in 
this area can help lift performance and capacity-development across the Asia-Pacific region.

Policy and governance issues in countries and across the region
Strong forest governance and policy is the cornerstone of sustainable management 
of forests and landscapes for climate change mitigation and adaptation and 
regional development.

Green economies for a bright future
Balancing the value of biodiversity with the needs of a developing economy is a huge 
challenge. Green economies show how forests can retain natural capital while supporting 
industries and livelihoods.
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3.2 Sessions
Keynote addresses

 • HE Dato Ali Apong, Minister of Primary Resources 
and Tourism, Brunei Darussalam

 • The Hon. Josh Frydenberg MP, Minister for 
Environment and Energy, Australia

 • HE Wan Junaidi bin Tuanku Jaafar, Minister of 
Natural Resources and the Environment, Malaysia 

 • Peter Holmgren, Director General, Center for 
International Forestry Research (CIFOR)

Plenary sessions

Forests and the Paris Agreement
The Paris Agreement highlighted a strong role for 
forests in reducing global greenhouse gas emissions 
and finding new opportunities for REDD+. This 
session discussed how the region can work together 
to support Nationally Determined Contribution 
commitments made under the Paris Agreement. The 
role of government was a particular focus, including 
approaches for policy, governance and regulations to 
sustainably manage forests.

Industry leaders
Industry plays an important role in the sustainable 
management of forests in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Opportunities abound for industry both in the 
sustainable use of forest resources, and for investments 
in forest conservation and restoration. A range of 
industry-led initiatives are seizing these opportunities 
in the Asia-Pacific. This session discussed current 
initiatives by the private sector, the different business 
cases for conservation and restoration, how to monitor 
and report on progress and opportunities, and 
challenges to scaling-up these initiatives.

Financing for forest conservation and REDD+
The Paris Agreement has intensified global focus 
on forest conservation and REDD+. A number 
of multilateral initiatives are now working with 
governments to improve forest conservation. 
This session explored legal frameworks for 
REDD+ readiness and climate finance options for 
forest conservation, from multilateral funds and 
other sources.

Asia-Pacific government speeches
 • HE Yin Kimsean, Secretary of State, Ministry of 

Environment, Cambodia
 • HE Osea Naiqamu, Minister for Fisheries and 

Forests, Fiji
 • HE Bounkham Vorachit, Vice Minister of Natural 

Resources and Environment, Lao PDR
 • HE Vaeno Vigulu, Permanent Secretary, Ministry 

of Forestry and Research, Solomon Islands
 • HE Constãncio da Conceição Pinto, Minister 

for Commerce, Industry and Environment,  
Timor-Leste

 • HE Matai Seremaiah, Minister of Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forestry, Fisheries and Biosecurity, 
Vanuatu

Public-private-people partnerships: 
opportunities for combined efforts
The development and implementation of forest 
conservation projects require partnerships between 
governments, people and the private sector. This 
session built on the sessions from Day 1, and 
discussed the financing opportunities for forest 
conservation and REDD+.

Patrick Durst 
Senior Forestry Officer for Asia and the Pacific, 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)

Moderator:

Martijn Wilder
Partner, Baker & McKenzie

Moderator:

Jack Hurd
Conservation Director, Asia-Pacific Region, 
The Nature Conservancy

Moderator:

Peter Holmgren
Director General, Center for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR)

Moderator:
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Parallel sessions

Keeping track of forests: systems for measurement, 
reporting and verification
Cost-effective national forest monitoring requires 
credible systems of measurement, reporting and 
verification (MRV). Discussion in this session focused on 
the latest work in international capacity development, 
and what countries in the region are doing.

Community forestry success stories from the Asia-
Pacific
Community forestry enables people to secure long-
term rights to use and manage forests sustainably, 
and to maximize the benefits they receive from these 
rights. Experts in this space shared their insights and 
discussed successes in the region.

Inclusive forest industries for a green economy
Balancing the value of biodiversity with the needs of 
a developing economy is a huge challenge. Green 
economies show how forests can retain natural capital 
while supporting industries and livelihoods.

Into the rainforest: opportunities for ecotourism
The fascinating rainforests of the Asia-Pacific region hold 
immense opportunities for eco-tourism. This session 
covered the work that the Government of Brunei 
Darussalam is doing to grow this economic sector.

Taking deforestation out of the supply chain while 
including smallholders
Strong pledges have been made by governments and 
multinational companies to eliminate deforestation 
from agricultural commodity supply chains by 2020. 
This session discussed how these commitments are 
being implemented.

Restoring our rainforests
Degraded forests lose the ability to provide the 
ecosystem services essential for life. What steps can be 
taken to restore ecological integrity?

Taking responsibility for our future: Forestry that 
delivers on national goals and global aspirations
In the Asia-Pacific region, responsible forestry and trade 
offers countries and companies one of the best available 
tools for following through on bold goals and ambitions 
to deliver out comes in a number of critical areas—from 
climate change mitigation, to sustainable economic 
growth, to good governance. Join the Responsible Asia 
Forestry & Trade partnership (RAFT) for a frank discussion 
about how this is being done and how we can do better.

Kushla Munro
Assistant Secretary, Department of the 
Environment, Government of Australia

Moderator:

Tint Lwin Thaung
Executive Director, RECOFTC (the Center for 
People and Forests)

Moderator:

Diana Cheong
Chief Researcher, Centre for Strategic and 
Policy Studies, Brunei Darussalam

Moderator:

Allison Lewin
RAFT Program Manager, The Nature 
Conservancy

Moderator:

Pablo Pacheco
Principal Scientist, Center for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR)

Moderator:

Li Jia
Forest Landscape Restoration Officer, 
Asia, IUCN

Moderator:

Herry Purnomo
Scientist, Smallholder and Community 
Forestry, Center for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR)

Moderator:
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Survey
Which of the sessions of the 2016 Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit were valuable for you?

Forests and the Paris...

Industry leaders

Financing for forest...

Asia-Pacific government...

Public-private-people...

Closing plenary –...

Keeping track of forests:...

Community forestry...

Inclusive forest...

Into the rainforest:...

Taking deforestation...

Restoring our rainforests

Taking responsibility...

Demonstration of REDD compass

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

47.50%

30.00%

30.00%

30.00%

35.00%

27.50%

40.00%

35.00%

47.50%

27.50%

20.00%

5.00%

57.50%

50.00%
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Lunchtime events

 • Multiple bilateral meetings and Ministerial 
lunches over two days between leading 
policy makers, CEOs, conservation and 
development experts.

 • A Business Roundtable Lunch on 4 August 
was attended by 25 representatives of business, 
finance, government and civil society to 
discuss the challenge of including smallholders 
in commodity supply chains, and to explore areas 
for collaboration. 

Photo Competition

 • The Asia-Pacific Rainforest Photo Competition 
called upon participants to share photographs 
taken within rainforests in the Asia-Pacific region, 
expressing the diverse values found there.

 • Photographers submitted captions with their 
photos, describing the context of the photo 
and how the photo represented the value of 
rainforests from their perspective.

 • The diverse subjects referenced in the photographs 
and captions include biodiversity, conservation, 
livelihoods, non-timber forest products, logging, 
ecotourism and indigenous communities.

 • Three prizes were awarded: 1st and 2nd place 
for the Jury’s Choice Award, and 1st place for 
the Audience’s Choice Award.

 • The Jury’s Choice Award was chosen by a jury 
comprising: 

 – Mohamad Haranadi Buntar, representative 
of the Government of Brunei Darussalam; 

 – Kushla Munro, representative of the 
Government of Australia; 

 – Aulia Erlangga, independent 
photographer from the Asia-Pacific region.

 • For the Audience’s Choice Award, members 
of the public voted for their preferred 
photos via the Asia-Pacific Rainforest 
Summit website. 

By the numbers

submissions countries Twitter users reached

Facebook users reachedTwitter timeline deliveries

250 15 32,542

121,364939,781

HE Dato Ali Apong, Minister for Primary Resources and Tourism for Brunei Darussalam and Hon Josh Frydenberg, 
Australian Minister for Environment and Energy.
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4.1 Participants
The Summit attracted a diversity of attendees 
across stakeholder groups. Non-governmental 
organizations and the corporate sector 
were equally represented, each making up 

22.5% of attendees. Universities were the 
next-largest cohort, representing 17.5% of 
participants, followed by government at 
15%. The rest comprised research institutes, 
international and regional organizations, and 
other affiliations.

 Participants and  
 Speakers

4

Participants by institutional affiliation

Government

Corporate sector

Finance sector

Research institute

University

Development cooperation

International organization

Regional organization

Non-governmental organization

Media

Other (please specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

15.00%

22.50%

5.00%

7.50%

2.50%

22.50%

7.50%

17.50%
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At the ministerial level, speakers included (in alphabetical order by country)

Other prominent plenary presenters included:

Plenary speakers from international organizations, civil society and research included:

The Hon. Josh Frydenberg
Minister for Environment and Energy, 
Australia

HE Dato Ali Apong
Minister of Primary Resources and Tourism, 
Brunei Darussalam

HE Yin Kimsean
Secretary of State, Ministry of Environment, 
Cambodia

HE Osea Naiqamu
Minister for Fisheries and Forests, Fiji

HE Bounkham Vorachit
Vice Minister of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Lao PDR

HE Wan Junaidi bin Tuanku Jaafar
Minister of Natural Resources and the 
Environment, Malaysia

HE Vaeno Vigulu
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Forestry and 
Research, Solomon Islands

HE Constãncio da Conceição Pinto
Minister for Commerce, Industry and 
Environment, Timor-Leste

HE Ham Lini
Minister of Climate Change and Natural Disaster 
Management, Meteorology, Environment and 
Energy, Vanuatu

HE Matai Seremaiah
Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Forestry, 
Fisheries and Biosecurity, Vanuatu

Peter Holmgren
Director General, Center for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR)

Nur Masripatin
Director General of Climate Change 
Management, Ministry of Environment and 
Forestry, Republic of Indonesia

Geeta Sethi
Program Manager, Global Agriculture and 
Food Security Program, World Bank

Howard Bamsey
Honorary Professor, RegNet School of Regulation 
and Global Governance, College of Asia and the 
Pacific, Australian National University

Patrick Durst 
Senior Forestry Officer for Asia and the Pacific, 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)

Brian Williams
Regional Director of Asia, Wildlife Works Carbon

Agus Sari
CEO, Belantara Foundation

Jack Hurd
Conservation Director, Asia-Pacific Region, 
The Nature Conservancy
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Leaders in business showed their commitment to the goals of the Summit. Prominent speakers included:

Paul Tregidgo
Managing Director, Global Markets Division, 
Credit Suisse

Martijn Wilder
Partner, Baker & McKenzie

Perpetua George
Assistant General Manager, Group Sustainability, 
Wilmar International

Aida Greenbury
Managing Director, Sustainability and 
Stakeholder Engagement, Asia Pulp & Paper

MaryKate Bullen
Associate Director, Sustainability and 
Communications, New Forests

Dharsono Hartono
President Director of PT Rimba Makmur Utama
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4.2 Speaker Program 
and Highlights 

Dr Peter Holmgren
Director General, Center for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR)

The common denominator that brings us 
together is landscapes. Landscapes with 
a wide diversity in shapes and sizes will 
be a cornerstone for the future we want.”

We need to promote partnerships, and 
find strength in pooling resources. I 
hope that this Summit gives us the 
opportunity to widen our networks with 
public and private counterparts.”

All delegates participating in the 
Summit have a clear opportunity and 
responsibility — which is to meaningfully 
engage, listen, and learn from one another 
on the best ways to cooperate to conserve 
the region’s forests.”

Forests will continue to play a vital 
role in many countries within the Asia-
Pacific region in contributing to national 
economic development, food security, 
employment and in supporting livelihoods 
in rural areas.” 

Being a least developed country, Vanuatu 
does not have the capacity to manufacture 
renewable energy equipment, but we will 
be planting trees as our weapon to fight 
climate change.”

Longer term, we need to start making sure 
that the economic case for protecting a 
forest is just as strong as the economic 
case for destroying a forest.”

We see the landscape as our investment, 
because we get our raw material from that 
landscape. So protecting our landscape is 
our business.”Livelihoods are closely dependent on the 

health of a nation’s forests.”

HE Dato Ali Apong
Minister for Primary Resources and Tourism, 
Government of Brunei Darussalam

Hon Josh Frydenberg
Minister for Environment and Energy, 
Government of Australia

HE Osea Naiqamu
Minister for Fisheries and Forests, 
Government of Fiji

HE Matai Seremaiah
Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, 
Forestry, Fisheries and Biosecurity, 
Government of Vanuatu

HE Bounkham Vorachit
Vice Minister of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Government of Lao PDR

Martijn Wilder
Partner, Baker & McKenzie

Aida Greenbury
Managing Director, Sustainability and 
Stakeholder Engagement, Asia Pulp & Paper
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5.1 Overview
CIFOR implemented an extensive, dynamic and 
varied outreach and communications campaign 
designed to multiply the reach and audience of the 
APRS beyond the venue. An engaging social media 
campaign was used to promote messages from the 
Summit before, during and after the event, and to 
include stakeholders unable to attend the event. 
This campaign took advantage of a range of media 
products to engage diverse stakeholders. 

Communications tools used included:
 • Event website
 • Photo competition
 • Forests News
 • Videos and photos
 • Shared presentations
 • Social media campaign
 • Leveraging existing networks
 • Media engagement

5.2 Event Website
A website was created for the event, at http://www.
cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/. The website 
became the main source of information for stakeholders 
before, during and after the event. Its features included:

 • An introduction to the event
 • Information on the event background, its themes 

and the Asia-Pacific Rainforest Partnership
 • An agenda with links to information on sessions 

and speakers
 • Speaker profiles and photographs
 • Travel information on visiting Brunei Darussalam, 

including information about visas, hotels 
and transport

 • A survey link to register for table-top 
exhibition space

 • A survey link to register to attend the event
 • Contact information for the organizing 

committee
 • Multimedia content, including links to news, 

videos, media coverage, presentations and 
relevant publications

 • Live streaming social media activity during 
the event

 • A live updates page for multimedia news on the 
event as it happened

 • An interactive photo competition, for general 
submissions and online voting

The event website a successful tool for raising the 
profile of the event and disseminating information 
to a wide range of stakeholders. 

 • 98,756 views and 24,861 visitors since APRS 
website launched on 31 May 2016

 • 4,198 page views and 897 visitors during the 
Summit days (3-4 August)

 • All sessions at APRS were recorded and uploaded 
to CIFOR’s YouTube channel, and linked to the 
APRS website

 • PowerPoint presentations uploaded to SlideShare 
(http://www.slideshare.net/cifor) and linked to 
event website

 • Most popular pages (3-5 August): Photo 
Competition, Home, Agenda, Speakers, 
Live Updates

 • Page views by Top 5 countries (3-5 August):
 – Brunei
 – Indonesia
 – Australia
 – Pakistan
 – United Kingdom

 Outreach and 
 Communications

5

http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/
http://www.slideshare.net/cifor
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5.3 Photo Competition
The Asia-Pacific Rainforest Photo Competition was a 
major driver of traffic to the event website, and was 
the most popularly viewed page. The competition 
was also a huge driver of activity on social media:

On Twitter, posts related 
to the Photo Competition 

received more than 
500,000 timeline deliveries 
and reached 121,345 users 

on Facebook

The competition encouraged amateur and 
professional photographers to submit photographs 
showing what the Asia-Pacific’s rainforests mean to 
them. Photographs were submitted with captions 
describing the context and the values captured in 
each shot. The concept was to highlight the diverse 

values of rainforests in the region, to illustrate a 
landscape approach to forest management. The 
competition received more than 250 submissions, 
from 15 countries in the Asia-Pacific.

Three prizes were awarded for two categories 
of awards:
1. Jury’s Choice Award

 – First place ($1000) awarded to Hasnoor 
Hussain, Malaysia

 – Second place ($500) awarded to Lukas 
Pawera, Indonesia

2. Audience’s Choice Award 
 – ($500) awarded to Saeed Anwar, Pakistan

The Jury’s Choice Award was chosen by a jury 
comprising:

 • Mohamad Haranadi Buntar, representative of the 
Government of Brunei Darussalam; 

 • Kushla Munro, representative of the Government 
of Australia; 

 • Aulia Erlangga, independent photographer from 
the Asia-Pacific region.

These glowing embers come from ‘bintang’ or ‘star torches’, as they brush against a giant honey bee (Apis dorsata) hive in the 
Ulu Muda rainforest in northwestern Malaysia. The embers distract the bees, allowing people to harvest the honey. Due to the 
behavior of the bees, the harvesting of honey is normally done on a moonless night. Giant honey bees pollinate half of the 
rainforest, while sucking nectar from more than 180 flowering plants. Without them, the entire ecosystem would be affected.
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The Audience’s Choice Award was chosen 
by popular vote by the general public via the 
event website. More than 10,000 votes were 
cast on the website by the public audience. 

Concerns that arose around online voting legitimacy 
were ultimately solved with monitoring and 
investigation from web team. The winning shot 
received a total of 4,806 votes.

The photo shows a ‘sikerei’, a traditional healer or shaman, processing sago palm (Metroxylon sagu), a staple food in the Mentawai 
Islands of western Indonesia. Growing wild in the forests or cultivated in agroforests, sago is still an important food source for the 
people. The sago palm, perceived as the ‘Tree of Life’, is also traditionally tattooed on the body. This inextricable link symbolizes an 
ancient biocultural relationship between man and sago, and indicates sustainable bioresource management.

Rainforests play a critical role in the maintenance of our planet’s good health. Rainforests are also the source of about 40 percent 
of the planet’s oxygen supply. Sadly, despite being so rich, diverse and life-giving, humans continue to wreck these priceless 
habitats through deforestation.
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The Top 20 photographs selected by the jury were 
displayed in an exhibition at the arrival hall of the 
Brunei International Airport. The exhibition was 
viewed by delegates attending the Asia-Pacific 
Rainforest Summit from 3-5 August, and remained 
on display until 14 August 2016. The photographs 
were also used to create ‘selfie’ backdrops at 
the exhibition and summit, promoting further 
promotion on social media, were made into 
postcards for distribution at the event and beyond, 
and were displayed on screens during the event 
between sessions.

5.4 Forests News
CIFOR’s popular environmental news site, Forests 
News (http://blog.cifor.org/), became a platform for 
dissemination of news and information about the 
event to a wide audience. The event was promoted 
on the main Forests News site with a button that 
linked to the event website. Banners were used on 
relevant stories to promote the event, also linking 
to the website. A total of 11 items were posted in 
relation to the event:

 • Video Q&A: ‘Situating smallholders at the fore’
 • Feature: ‘Industrious thinking: Indonesia’s timber 

going green – and local’
 • Event Coverage: ‘2016 Asia-Pacific 

Rainforest Summit’
 • Analysis: ‘Brexit rattles RI-European timber 

trade prospects’
 • Video: ‘Highlights from the 2016 Asia-Pacific 

Rainforest Summit’
 • News: ‘REDD+ region: How the Asia-Pacific is 

developing systems for measurement, reporting 
and verification’

 • Video: ‘Restoring rainforests in the Asia-Pacific’
 • Event coverage: ‘Reversing deforestation, 

restoring landscapes: What it means for growth, 
people and climate action in the Asia-Pacific’

 • Video: ‘View from the Pacific: “Climate change 
is real”’

 • Video: ‘Making sustainability work’
 • Quiz: ‘What do you know about Asia-Pacific 

rainforests?’

All content was cross-promoted on the Asia-Pacific 
Rainforest Summit website, with additional news 
items added to the site to generate interest and 
provide live coverage.

Forests News articles related to the summit reached 
3,972 page views by 2,866 users.

The most viewed article was ‘Reversing 
deforestation, restoring landscapes: What it means 
for growth, people and climate action in the Asia-
Pacific’ with 815 page views by 614 users from 
August-September 2016.

5.5 Videos and photos
Video coverage included a recorded invitation from 
HE Dato Ali Apong, Brunei’s Minister for Primary 
Resources and Tourism, recordings of keynote 
speeches at the event, session recordings, Q&As 
with speakers, topic-centered compilations, and a 
highlights reel from the event.

A total of 19 videos were posted on YouTube:
 • ‘Join the Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit, 3-5 

August 2016, Brunei Darussalam’
 • ‘”To me, the keyword of this Summit is 

integration”: Peter Holmgren at APRS 2016’
 • ‘Paris Agreement, markets and the private sector: 

Min. Josh Frydenberg at APRS’
 • ‘Hon. Dato Ali Apong’s keynote address at 

APRS 2016’
 • ‘View from the Pacific: “Climate change is real”’
 • ‘Making sustainability work in the Asia-Pacific’
 • ‘Restoring rainforests in the Asia-Pacific: IUCN’
 • ‘Forest industry leaders in the Asia-Pacific’
 • ‘Cambodia: Linking landscapes within the 

country and the region’
 • ‘Public, private, people OR politics, profits and 

participation?’
 • ‘What the Paris Agreement means for Asia-Pacific 

forests’
 • ‘What does the Paris Agreement mean for the 

Asia-Pacific?’
 • ‘Highlights from the 2016 Asia-Pacific 

Rainforest Summit’

http://blog.cifor.org/)
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 • ‘Vanuatu: Planting trees to fight climate change’
 • ‘Timor-Leste: Building resilience against the 

impacts of climate change’
 • ‘Solomon Islands: Committed to conserving 

rainforests’
 • ‘Malaysia: Toward healthy ecosystems and 

sustainable development’
 • ‘Lao PDR: Working to end natural forest loss 

by 2030’
 • ‘Fiji: “Forestry can no longer be separated from 

agriculture and fisheries”’
 • ‘Making sustainability work in the Asia-Pacific’
 • ‘Paris Agreement, markets and the private sector: 

Min. Josh Frydenberg at APRS’
 • ‘”To me, the keyword of this Summit is 

integration”: Peter Holmgren at APRS 2016’

The videos reached 10,775 views on YouTube and 
44,583 views on Facebook.

CIFOR’s live coverage also experimented with 
Facebook Live, producing short clips and live feeds 
from the event. These recordings attracted 1,236 
views reaching 4,894 users.

Photographs of the event and of Asia-Pacific 
rainforests were uploaded in a gallery on the event 
website, and shared on the CIFOR Flickr account 
for free use under the Creative Commons license 
(subject to credit): https://www.flickr.com/photos/
cifor/sets/72157668553780061

Of the event photos, 121 of the best shots 
were shared publicly and have so far received 
4,363 views.

5.6 Shared presentations
Presentations from the event were linked to the 
agenda on the event website, which continues 
its role as a living archive for the event. The 
presentations were also shared on SlideShare for 
public viewing.

5.7 Social media 
campaign
A social media campaign running before, during 
and after the event used a range of platforms to 
reach a diversity of stakeholders beyond the walls of 
the venue. 

Facebook

Posts about the Asia-Pacific Rainforest on 
Facebook – including Forests News articles, memes, 
registration teasers and promotion for the photo 
competition – reached 311,848 users, and 
engaged 46,756 users (likes, comments, shares, 
click-throughs to links) since the social media 
campaign started at the end of June 2016.

presentations viewable 
on SlideShare and 

APRS website

Twitter 
impressions

views

unique Facebook 
users reached

engaged users

using Facebook 
Live

3 Facebook Live 

videos with 1,425 
views reaching 

5,804 unique users

downloads

11 9,781

2,264

30,305

46,300

1st time

54

Before:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cifor/sets/72157668553780061
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cifor/sets/72157668553780061
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Twitter
Since the campaign started at the end of June 2016, 
the official event hashtag #APRS16 was used in 
1,200 tweets by 369 users. These tweets reached 
1,895,357 users. The hashtag also achieved 
6,849,444 timeline deliveries, meaning it 
appeared on the timelines of users 6,849,444 times. 
Live tweeting from the event was featured on a 
feed on the APRS website and on CIFOR’s corporate 
website, www.cifor.org. All tweets using the event 
hashtag, #APRS16, were displayed in the feed.
During the live coverage of the event (3-4 August), 
the official event hashtag #APRS16 was used in 676 
tweets coming from 220 different Twitter users, 
achieving a reach of 1,057,950 users. It also 
achieved 3,700,161 timeline deliveries.

The hashtag was commonly used with the words, 
‘business’, ‘sector’, and ‘aust’, among others.

Since the beginning of the event, the most 
retweeted tweet using #APRS16 was from the 
Twitter page of the environmental department of 
Australia @envirogov. The Australian Minister for 
Environment and Energy, Josh Frydenberg was the 
third most popular contributor to the hashtag.

The Rainforest Alliance (@RnfrstAlliance) was the 
second most popular contributor to reach and 
timeline deliveries.

The Twitter account for the Consortium of 
International Agricultural Research Centers  
(@CGIAR) was also a major contributor to the use 
of the #APRS16 hashtag, reaching users’ timelines 
560,000 times.users reached

unique Facebook 
users reached

users engaged in liking, 
commenting, sharing, 

clicking through to website

engaged users

346,520

35,572

48,070

1,332

During:

During the campaign:

During the Summit:

After:

contributors

contributors

unique Twitter users reached

unique Twitter users reached

tweets

tweets

683

321

2,673,693

1,836,304

2,151

1,113

Some of the tweeters using #APRS16 with the most 
followers included:

 • The Nature Conservancy (@nature_org)
 • Rainforest Alliance (@RnfrstAlliance)
 • Sandra Sully (Australian journalist, @Sandra_Sully)
 • World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development (@wbcsd)
 • FAO Forestry (@FAOForestry)
 • Josh Frydenberg (@JoshFrydenberg)
 • IUCN Forests (@IUCN_forests)
 • WWF Forests and Climate (@WWFForestCarbon)

Memes

Infographic memes were prepared for each of the 
five themes to share on social media. The memes 
collectively reached the timelines of:

Twitter users Facebook users

477,778 8,969

http://www.cifor.org
https://twitter.com/envirogov
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Innovative forest-
climate financing

Measurement, reporting 
and verification for 
sustainable landscape 
management and REDD+

The role of the private 
sector and new 
opportunities for 
public-private-people 
partnerships

Policy and governance 
issues in countries and 
across the region

http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/innovative-forest-climate-financing/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/innovative-forest-climate-financing/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/measurement-reporting-verification-sustainable-landscape-management-redd/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/measurement-reporting-verification-sustainable-landscape-management-redd/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/measurement-reporting-verification-sustainable-landscape-management-redd/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/measurement-reporting-verification-sustainable-landscape-management-redd/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/role-private-sector-new-opportunities-public-private-people-partnerships/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/role-private-sector-new-opportunities-public-private-people-partnerships/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/role-private-sector-new-opportunities-public-private-people-partnerships/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/role-private-sector-new-opportunities-public-private-people-partnerships/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/role-private-sector-new-opportunities-public-private-people-partnerships/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/policy-governance-issues-countries-across-region/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/policy-governance-issues-countries-across-region/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/policy-governance-issues-countries-across-region/
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5.7 Leveraging existing 
networks
Ahead of the event, APRS was prominently featured 
in three CIFOR news updates (May, June and July 
2016) which goes out to 35,000 stakeholders, 
most of whom are in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Similarly, key messages and multimedia content 
coming out of the event featured prominently in 
CIFOR’s August 2016 news update.

Mail blasts promoting the event, its agenda and 
speakers were sent to various listservs including:

 • World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development – Asia Chapter 

 • Global Network Partners in Asia (partner of World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development)

 • IISD list serves for Asia-Pacific, Forests, Climate, 
Water, Land

 • Global Landscapes Forum social media group:
 – 300 social media professionals, reaching 

millions through their own networks
 • Forests Asia social media group

 – 236 social media professionals, reaching 
millions through their own networks

 • Asia-Pacific Forest Communicators Network
 – 100 forestry communications 

professionals, reaching millions through 
their own networks

 • Similarly, key messages and multimedia 
content coming out of the event will be 
shared across all of the above list serves. 

5.8 Media engagement
 • 28 journalists registered
 • 110 media hits of the “Asia-Pacific Rainforest 

Summit” since the media campaign was 
launched in early June 2016, with articles 
appearing in: 

 – Asia Pacific Daily (China)
 – Asia News Network (Thailand)
 – The Brunei Times (Brunei Darussalam)
 – IISD – Asia Pacific Regional Network (US)
 – Pelita Brunei (Brunei Darussalam)
 – Jakarta Post (Indonesia)
 – Xinhua News (China)
 – Vanuatu Independent (Vanuatu)
 – Islands Business (Fiji)
 – Media Permata (Brunei Darussalam)
 – Foreign Affairs (New Zealand)
 – RTB News (Brunei Darussalam)
 – The Australian (Australia)
 – Pacific Islands News Association (Fiji)
 – New Sarawak Tribune (Malaysia)
 – The Nation (Thailand)
 – Khmer Times (Cambodia)
 – With more to come (from participants 

of the journalist workshop. We are also 
responding to enquiries from CNN-I and Al-
Jazeera)

 • CIFOR issued three media advisories, 
each of which reached 4,100 journalists 
worldwide:

 – One week before the Summit and 
 – 3 August 2016 (Day 1)
 – 4 August 2016 (Day 2) 

 • Facilitation of:
 – Journalists Q&A at the ‘Bird watching in 

Brunei’ book launch, 3 August
 – Media briefing with Peter Holmgren, 

Director General, CIFOR, 4 August

Green economies for a 
bright future

http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/green-economies-bright-future/
http://www.cifor.org/asia-pacific-rainforest-summit/about/summit-themes/green-economies-bright-future/
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The workshop was structured to provide early 
to mid-career journalists with a hands-on 
understanding of key forestry and development 
issues, deepen their existing knowledge of forest 
science as well as key science journalism reporting 
skills to enable them to seek science and policy 
stories at the Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit and 
throughout their careers. 

The program included: 
 • Interactive lectures and workshops with 

senior scientists on topics including mangrove 
preservation, peatland management, public-
private-people partnership, smallholders and 
their impact on the environment, livelihoods 
in forests, timber trafficking and timber legality, 
among others.

 • Seminars on finding the human story in science 
to reporting politicized science, understanding a 
research paper and understanding statistics.

 • Opportunities for one-on-one interviews 
with leading scientists, policy makers and 
project managers. 

 • A half-day field trip to a Bruneian forest 
community to see forest conservation efforts 
and impact on livelihoods first hand. 

 • CIFOR also provided outreach and 
moderated a session for The Nature 
Conservancy over dinner, to connect 
regional partners to global media as part of a 
goal to broaden the debate. 

5.9 Outcomes 
The participants have so far published 16 news 
pieces in their respective media outlets: 

 • Several news stories were developed as 
features for publication after the workshop 
and Summit.

 • Some journalists also live tweeted from 
the Summit

 • Of the 17 participants, 90% agreed or 
strongly agreed that the workshop met 
their expectations, was well structured, was 
relevant to their jobs and that they would be 
able to use what they had learned.
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6.1 Communications 
collaboration with 
partners

 • A communications guidelines document 
was prepared and shared with communications 
partners ahead of the event, giving them access 
to all promotional materials and resources to 
promote the event (web banners, memes, 
postcards, social media teasers, videos) and 
highlighting avenues for collaboration before, 
during and after the event.

 • A social media ‘cheat sheet’ was prepared 
and shared with communications partners and 
volunteers at the event, giving them the tools 
and knowledge to ‘live tweet’ effectively from the 
event, connect with partners and contribute to 
#APRS16 discussions on Twitter

6.2 Social media 
webinar

 • A one-hour webinar on 25 July 2016 was 
prepared and facilitated by CIFOR’s social media 
coordinator. The webinar focused on social 
media tips, promotion of events - primarily APRS 

- and tools to live tweet from the event to get 
key messages out, connect with partners and 
contribute to #APRS16 discussions on Twitter.

 • 10 partners participated, including officers from 
the Australian Department of the Environment 
and Energy, The Center for People and Forests 
(RECOFTC), the Forest Stewardship Council Asia-
Pacific (FSC Asia-Pacific), Rainforest Alliance Asia-
Pacific, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Global 
Counsel and One Stop Brunei Wildlife.

6.3 Journalist workshop
The two-day workshop preceding the Asia-Pacific 
Rainforest Summit 2016 had 17 participants from 
across ASEAN and the Pacific Islands, including from 
host Brunei’s Radio Televisyen Brunei, Brunei Times, 
Borneo Bulletin, and: 

 • Kompas, Indonesia 
 • Jakarta Post, Indonesia, 
 • Rahmat Rianto, Metro TV, 
 • The Nation, Thailand
 • The Khmer Times, Cambodia
 • VietNamNet, Vietnam
 • Mongabay, International
 • The Independent, Vanuatu
 • Islands Business Magazine, Fiji
 • Media TVTL, Timor-Leste

 

 Capacity Building6
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7.1 Participant Survey
Summit organizers developed a short online 
feedback form. The link to the survey was sent to 
Summit participants, with follow-up reminders sent 
to partners, session hosts and presenters, as valuable 
stakeholders. Of some 300 participants, 40 had 
responded by 1 September 2016. 

 Participant and  
 Stakeholder Feedback

7

Very 
successful
22.50% (9)

Neutral
12.50% (5)

Successful
65.00% (26)

How would you rate 
the 2016 Asia-Pacific 
Rainforest Summit 

overall?

Share it
52.50% (21)

Research it
15.00% (6)

Apply it
32.50% (13)

What do you intend 
to do with your new 

knowledge 
(several apply)

Yes
67.50% (27)

Undecided
32.50% (13)

Would you attend a 
future Asia-Pacific 

Rainforest Summit?

7.2 Participant feedback

Thank you for the opportunity to learn, 
share, and meet new partners in promoting 
pro-people sustainable management of 
rainforests resources for humanity and 
mother earth.”

Thank you for the effort that you put into 
the event. It was well organised & enjoyable. 
Particular thanks to Brunei for the Gala 
dinner and performance. For future events 
can I suggest ‘using’ the attendees more by 
incorporating some interactive activities for 
their input & feedback. It would be good to 
integrate the wide range of perspectives.”
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Things to consider for future events: 

1. Use digital copies for Programme Booklets (ironically, paper is used for a rainforest 
conservation summit). 

2. Having the speakers placed in a separate room for lunch can limit the opportunities to 
further network. 

3. Take more of an opportunity to use social media and online platforms to further promote 
and advocate the need for (and awareness on) environmental conservation. 

4. Further promote to the younger population (youth); create awareness, create action and 
create a better future for the youth.”
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Host country partner Coordinating partner Science & engagement partner

#APRS16
For forests, people and the region
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