
What is FLR? Forest landscape restoration (FLR) is 
a land-use planning approach that seeks to restore 
landscape functionality and the flow of ecosystem 
goods and services, for the benefit of both people and 
nature. 

Why this session? Both China and the US are well-
known for their large-scale FLR programs. China’s 
Conversion of Cropland to Forest Program was 
launched in 1999 to reduce flooding and soil erosion, 
generate jobs and income to local communities and 
to improve the quality of water supplies to major 
cities. Since 1996 the USDA’s Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program has targeted agricultural, range, 
pasture and forest lands across the US, to implement 
practices contributing to enhanced conservation of 
natural resources.

About the hosts: IUCN is one of the global leaders in 
the field of FLR, supporting efforts worldwide to identify 
lands and practices integrating trees and forests to 
improve habitats for biodiversity, mitigate climate change 
and deliver ecosystem services such as clean water and 
better soils for agriculture and people. CIFOR conducts 

scientific research on the role of forests 
in landscapes, with an aim to informing 
the forestry sector worldwide as well 
as policy makers and both public and 
private investors in forest management, 
conservation and use. Together,  CIFOR 
and IUCN have a mission supported 
by the UK Department of International 
Development’s KNOWFOR program 
to share practical knowledge of FLR 
worldwide through exchanges with 
international partners. 

About the speakers: The US and China have many 
types of forest landscape restoration programs using 
approaches ranging from natural regeneration to 
targeted planting. One thing our expert speakers have 
in common is their involvement in large-scale national 
environmental improvement and restoration programs 
that involve farmers, mostly local smallholders.  The 
knowledge they will share sheds light on the important 
links between FLR and rural livelihoods as a means to 
increase the sustainability of land-use practices.

RESTORATION OF LANDSCAPES WITH FORESTS AND TREES:
HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES

As countries around the world rise to the Bonn Challenge of restoring 150 million ha of land by 2020, 
we turn to two of the global giants in landscape restoration for insights on program design and outcomes. 
What are the institutional capacities and financial resources required to implement and monitor landscape 
restoration on the scale of China and the US? What can we learn from experiences in tropical agricultural 
lands in Hawaiʻi and the hilly farmlands of Southwest China?

Where and when
Location: 
Hawaiʻi Convention Center
801 Kalākaua Ave. Honolulu

Room: 
Forests Pavilion

Time: 
Saturday, 3 September 2016
Time: 13:00 - 14:30
(A light lunch will be provided  
on first come, first served basis)

Join us at the IUCN World Conservation Congress to hear, watch videos and talk about

Hosts
•	Center for International 

Forestry Research (CIFOR)
•	 IUCN China

Expert speakers
•	 Guangcui Dai and Kun Zhang

China National Forestry 
Economics and Development 
Research Center (FEDRC), State 
Forestry Administration (SFA)
•	 Michael Constantinides

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), US Department 
of Agriculture (USDA)

For more information, please 
contact l.putzel@cgiar.org or 
yan.zhang@iucn.org
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A landscape in Hunan Province, China, before restoration in 2001 (left)  
and  after restoration in 2012 (right). Source: CCFP Mgmt Office


